Seabird Monitoring Field Guide

Anguilla National Trust

A field guide to monitoring seabirds in Anguilla, West Indies




MINIMISE DISTURBANCE TO WILDLIFE AT ALL TIMES

Keep your distance from nests and do not linger in nesting are
for too long young chicks and eggs can die if left unattended fa
more than20 minutes

BE AWARE OF HEALTH AND SAFETY

Wear appropriate clothing, footwear and safety equipment
(including a life jacket during boat trips), take plenty of water

Use VHF radios to communicate on islands

Always inform someone on the mainland of expected departure
and return times

COUNT UNITS

For the most accurate population estimates recdkgdparently
Occupied Nests,that is nests that have either an adult
incubating, or contain an egg or chick.

Adults at the colony should only be recorded if counting nest
directly causes too much disturbance or if nests are too difficu
to locate, in this case count adult birds flushed into the air.
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Why count seabirds?

As top marine predators, seabirds are an important indicator of
the health of the marine ecosystem as a whole

Anguilla is home to

1 15 species of breeding seabird
1 6 globally important populations
1 16 regionally important populations

Dog Island is the second most important site for seabirds in the
Lesser Antilles!

Regular counts are crucial to monitor populations, assess their
health and target conservation action
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What to count and where?

Known seabird breeding sites in Anguilla
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When to count?
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Yellow indicates months when breeding may occur, ticks indicate best tir
to survey, some species will require two counts per year
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Brown pelican

Breeds year round
Count adults and chicks

A nest can contain-3 chicks, but can be hard to distinguish,
record total number of chicks then report breeding pairs as a:

1 minimum (if every nest had 3 chicks) and

1 maximum (if every nest had 1 chick)

IBNato; photomatt? Photo: Alan Verng

Breeding adult Flying adult



Brown booby and masked booby

Breed yeatround
Walk all suitabldooking habitat in parallel transects

Record contents of nests as:
1) incubating adult (not known if egg or chick)

2) egg
3) nestwith small chick (naked / downy)
4) chick with adult feathers / fledged chick

Young chicks of these species can be hard to tell apart unless
an adult is present at the nest
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Magnificent frigatebird

Breeds yearound (with peaks Nov/Dec)
Sensitive to disturbance! Birds eat unattended eggs and chick
Count from vantage points (a step ladder may be useful)

Record contents of nests as:

(1) incubating adult (not known if egg or chick)
(2) egg

(3) naked chick

(4) feathered chick

Juvenile Breeding male

Female Flying juvenile



