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Project summary

Two year project funded by the Darwin Plus Overseas
TerritoriesEnvironmentaFund

Collaborative project of the University of Liverpool, RSPB,
Anguilla National Trust, Jost Van Dykes PreservationSociety
(JVDP3ndNationalParksTrustof the Virginislands(BVI)

Supportedby BVID 2 & S NJ/ Depaftinéhtof Conservatiort
Fisheries and the Anguillan D 2 @S NJ/ YD®8pAim@w of
FisheriesX Marine Resources

, Jost van Dykes g :

.
) ‘i
Preservation Society P




-Aims of project B

AProvide comprehensivedata on the at-sea distribution of
Important seabirdpopulations

AWork with ANT & JVDPSto establish seabird monitoring
programmes

Aldentify threatsfacingseabirdsn eachterritory

AThesedata will be made availablefor useto enhancestrategic

sustainable marine planning and marine protected area
designation



Why study
seabirds.....
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1) Status of seabirds

Globally seabirds are the most threatened of all avian
groups

Schreiber and Lee (2000) cite the loss of seabirds from
tropical islands as 9G99%

In the Caribbean region, seabird populations were believed
to be 10 times greater preEuropean contact



) Suffer from a wide range of human impacts
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e.g. seabird breeding failure can be caused by overfishing or
changes in ocean conditions (sea surface temp)

Monitoring at the breeding colony and-aea movements can
reveal changes in the marine environment
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Anguilla National Trust, all staff and volunteers fully
competent in seabird identification, stages of
breeding cycle etc..

Surveys as part of this project and bdise surveys
In 2012 reveal Dog island as THE MOST important
out of 200 islands in the Lesser Antilles based on
globally important populations & number of birds
(280,000 breeding adults every year)

Redbilled tropicbird identified as globally important
on Dog Island & PPW

Bridled tern globally important on Sombrero



~Tracking Data

Attach GPS data loggers to globally and regionally important

seabirds from key breeding sites over two breeding seasons to
identify feeding areas.

Study sites: Dog Island, Prickly Pear West and Sombrero




